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Nishimura Yohei Solo Exhibition Lontano — From Afar, From Near
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The setting sun cast the shadows of leaves onto Asazuke
(Light Pickle), a piece created by firing a plastic bottle.
As the wind rustled the leaves, the light and shadows
shifted, making the red sections of the work appear as if
they were ablaze.

In my practice, I move back and forth between the
present and the past, ever reaching toward the future.

Nishimura Yohei

Born in Kyoto in 1947, Nishimura graduated from Tokyo
University of Education in 1973. From the outset of his
career, he engaged in unconventional sculptural approach
that reaches into invisible realms of human experience
such as senses of touch and sound. At the core of his
practice lies a delicate insight into human perception and
physicality nurtured through the encounters while he
taught at a school for the visually impaired.

A decisive turning point came when he met Hideto
Satonaka, a pioneer of contemporary ceramics. Under
Satonaka’s influence, he developed an innovative process
of firing not only clay, but also books, pots, bricks etc.
- materials found in everyday life - at temperatures
exceeding 1,000 degrees celsius. In the process of recip-
rocal interaction with the material, Nishimura artisti-
cally connects spontaneity with creativity embracing
unexpected transformation, rupture and fluctuation.
His presence was recognized early, most notably with
the Foreign Minister’s Award at the Japan Ceramic Art
Exhibition in 1977.

In addition to a succession of major domestic exhibi-
tions—most notably his 2012 retrospective at the Aichi
Prefectural Ceramic Museum—his work was featured
in a 2022 international exhibition at the Pushkin State
Museum of Fine Arts in Moscow, where his pieces were
presented alongside historical masterpieces from Dada
and the Russian Avant-Garde to contemporary art,
serving as a vital interpretation of tactile art. With an
upcoming duo exhibition in Geneva, Switzerland, in 2026,
Nishimura continues to pursue his unique exploration
across cultural and geographic boundaries. His works are
housed in prominent collections worldwide, including
the National Crafts Museum, the National Museum of
Modern Art, Kyoto, the Musée des Arts Décoratifs in
Paris, and the Victoria and Albert Museum in London.
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